08/17/2004 TUB 15:36 FAX 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 8001/007 



Serial No. 10/623.304 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



67010-039; H26W-SUN l""^- (Z 



Applicant: Harold H. Mays f7}\)W 
Serial No.: 10/625,304 Examiner Le,DangD. 



Filed: 7/23/2003 Group An Unit: 2834 

Title: END RING SUPPORT STRUCTURE FOR ELECTRIC MOTOR 



RECEIVED 

. . m . _ COfTRAL FAX CENTER 

Mai I Slop Fee Amendment 

Commissioner of Patents ^(JQ | 7 2004 

P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CPJt fi 1.111 
Sin 

Responsive to the non-final Office Action dated April 1, 2004, please amend the above- 
referenced application as follows. 




PAGEW'RCVDATWCOMM:^ 



<=> o 
ru 



g 



- 08/17/2004 TUE 15:37 FAX 12489885363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



1006/007 



Serial No. 10/025,304 
67010-039; H2624-SUN 

"very high modulus of elasticity" (and therefore low mechanical strength) to act as a safety ring 
for an inner ring 18 having a low modulus of elasticity (col. 3, lines 23-33). Tn other words, Lake 
requires its outer ring 20 to have a low mechanical strength so it can elastically cooperate with 
the inner ring 18 to prevent plastic deformation of the inner ring during severe loadings and 
maintain contact between all of the paits in the end ring assembly 14 (col. 2, line* 49-55). 

"If the proposed modification of combination of the prior art would change the principle 
of operation of the prior art invention being modified, then the teachings of the references arc not 
sufficient to render the claims prima facie obvious/* MPEP § 2143-02. Modifying Lake to 
incorporate an outer ring 20 having a higher mechanical strength than the inner ring 18 would 
clearly change the principles of operation taught by Lake because Lake explicitly requires its 
outer ring 20 to have a much higher modulus of elasticity than the inner ring to ensure that the 
entire end ring assembly 14 is fully elastic even at high loadings, thereby allowing the outer ring 
20 to deform as the inner ring deforms. Using a material having a high materia] strength in the 
outer ring like the claimed invention would defeat this purpose because a higher strength outer 
ring would counteract stress in the inner ring rather than deform elasttcally in response to the 
stress as taught in Lake* Thus, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been led away from 
alloying a support sleeve to have a higher mechanical strength than an end ring based on Lake's 
teachings. 

Because nothing in either Lake or Schaefer remotely suggests a support sleeve and end 
ring made of the same material or a support sleeve alloyed to have a higher mechanical strength 
than an end ring, the Office Action fails to establish a prima facie case of obviousness. 
Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

All objections and rejections having been addressed^ it is respectfully submitted that the 
present application is in condition for allowance, and a Notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. 
The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-1482 in the name of Carlson, 



6 



PACE 6/7 1 RCVD AT 8(17/2004 3:34:18 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVfcUSPTOff XRrM/5 1 DWW729306 ' CS8):12489888363 * DURATION (fMttSjfll'fl) 



08/17/2004 TUE 15:38 FAX 12489888363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



Serial No. 10/625304 
6701<W)39; H2624-SUN 



Gaskey & Olds $420 for a two-month extension of time and for any additional fees or credit the 
account for any overpayment. - 



Dated: August 17, 2004 




Respectfully submitted, 




Anna M Sfimrfteg. No. 36,372 
Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 
400 W. Maple Road, Stc. 350 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
(248) 988-8360 
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CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE 

1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, (703) 872-9306, on August 1 7, 2004. 



Beth A Beard 
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